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Edward Thomas3 celebrated poem put Adlestrop firmly on the literary map but
few people are aware of the village3s connections with Jane Austen. As

SUE BRADLEY discovers, a new book, which coincides with the 200th
anniversary of the publication of Pride & Prejudice, reveals all

AdlestropWin Victoria3s
new book
YOU can win one of two copies
of Victoria Huxley3s new book,
Jane Austen & Adlestrop.
To be in with a chance of winning,
answer this simple question:
Who starred as Elizabeth
Bennett in the big screen
adaptation of Pride &
Prejudice?
a. Alexa Chung
b. Keira Knightley
c. Olivia Colman
Send your answer with your
name, email address, home
address and daytime phone
number to Jane Austen
Competition, Features
Department, Gloucestershire
Media, 3rd Floor, St James3
House, St James3 Square,
Cheltenham, GL50 3PR.
The closing date for entries is
June 22.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Usual
Gloucestershire Media rules apply. Visit
www.thisisgloucestershire.co.uk/housefules
for full details. By entering this competition
you are agreeing to Local World informing
you of promotions, offers and services,
unless you state otherwise.

T HE colourful lives of the
Leigh family who lived in
Adlestrop during the 18th

century were the stuff of Jane
Austen novels.
Ambiguous wills and inheritances, teenage
elopements, advantageous marriages and
visits from poor relations were all played
out in this very rural corner of the
Cotswolds.
Now a new book by Victoria Huxley shines
a light on Jane3s connection with Adlestrop
and offers a new perspective on characters
and events in novels such as Pride and
Prejudice, Sense and Sensibility and
Mansfield Park.
Jane, who was related to the wealthy
Leighs through her mother, Cassandra, is
known to have visited the village at least
three times . in 1794, 1799 and 1806 . and
kept in touch with events there by letter.
For Victoria, who had read Austen3s novels
several times throughout her life, the
realisation that she lived in a place that the
author had known set her on a journey of

discovery.
6I felt that by concentrating on the detail

of Adlestrop at the time she visited would
give me, and I hope any readers, more
insight into the world Jane lived in,7 says
Victoria, who moved to the village in the
late 1980s.
She began her research by re-reading the
novelist3s books and gleaning information
from existing biographies, before finding a
rich seam of information in the form of a
family history written by Mary Leigh.
Mary was the wife of the Rev Thomas

Yes, I remember Adlestrop .
The name, because one afternoon
Of heat the express-train drew up
there
Unwontedly. It was late June.

The steam hissed. Someone cleared
his throat.
No one left and no one came
On the bare platform. What I saw
Was Adlestrop . only the name

And willows, willow-herb, and grass,
And meadowsweet, and haycocks
dry,
No whit less still and lonely fair
Than the high cloudlets in the sky.

And for that minute a blackbird sang
Close by, and round him, mistier,
Farther and farther, all the birds
Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire.

Adlestrop by
Edward Thomas

Yes, Jane
re m e m b e re d

The Leigh family coat of arms in
the village church

Leigh, the priest at Adlestrop for 51 years,
and Jane knew the 6worthy, clever and
agreeable7 cleric well.
6This made me realise how close they all
were,7 says Victoria. 6Mary Leigh3s book
was a real gift to me. I also found quite a
few references to the Leighs of Adlestrop
when I combed Jane Austen3s letters.7
It was Thomas who later inherited the
Leigh estate at Stoneleigh in Warwickshire,
a matter that had long been of great
interest to poorer members of his family,
including Jane3s mother and her children,
due to uncertainties over the will of a
relative who suffered mental health
problems in his adult life.
6Is it any wonder that the issue of
inheritance and the fairness of wills and
sharing of family wealth are major themes
in both Sense and Sensibility and Pride and
Prejudice?7 asks Victoria.
The Austen family3s lack of money and
social standing would have been all too
clear to Jane when mixing with relatives at
Adlestrop Park, the large house close to
the parsonage.
James Henry Leigh, who inherited the
property, was married to Julia Twistleton,
the daughter of Lord Saye and Sele.
The couple met when she was 14 and were
wed soon afterwards, although, as Victoria
remarks, marriage at an early age was a
cause of celebration rather than censure.
6Look at Pride and Prejudice and Mrs
Bennet3s sense of pride when Lydia is to be
married, despite the scandalous
circumstances of her elopement with
Wickham,7 she notes.

By all accounts, Julia went on to become a
6redoubtable woman7 who was to provoke
strong reactions among the Austens; the type
of character that Jane would go on to draw
brilliantly in the persona of Lady Catherine de
Bourgh.
6She may have been rather condescending
towards the Austens and their lack of wealth
and pretension,7 says Victoria.
At the same time, Julia3s sister,
Mary-Cassandra, is likely to have provided
some inspiration for the character of Lydia
after eloping to marry Edward Jervis Ricketts
in 1790. The couple were divorced on
account of her affair with an MP seven years
later.
Referring in a letter to a sighting of the
notorious sister in Bath, Jane Austen wrote: 6I
am proud to say that I have a very good eye
at an adultress, for tho3 repeatedly assured
that another in the same party was the She, I
fixed upon the right one from the first. . A
resemblance to Mrs Leigh was my guide.7
Victoria believes Jane Austen would recognise
many things in Adlestrop should she return to
the village today, despite the passing of more
than 200 years.
The church, parsonage and Adlestrop Park
remain very much as they were, albeit with a
few additions due to changing fashions and
events such as Queen Victoria3s diamond

jubilee. Various landscape improvements
carried out during Jane3s time under the
direction of the famous designer Humphry
Repton, including two lakes and the significant
remodelling of roads to the village, are still in
place.
Meanwhile the Leigh family . memorials to
line the walls of the church . is still very much
part of the village.
6I am amazed at the continuity of detail, that
the Leighs still live and farm and own much
land and property here still,7 says Victoria, the
great niece of the Brave New World author
Aldous Huxley.
6In Jane Austen3s time Adlestrop was seen as
a very backward area of the Cotswolds: what
we think of as picturesque Cotswolds
cottages were not considered objects of
beauty back then. They were very
tumbledown, untidy and often overcrowded.
6Adlestrop is a paradigm for the English
countryside over the centuries. This helps
explain the continuing interest in Jane Austen
because her world is still around us.7
■ Jane Austen & Adlestrop by Victoria Huxley
is published by Windrush, available at The
Borzoi in Stow-on-the-Wold, Jaff¨ and Neale
in Chipping Norton and the post office in
Adlestrop, as well as through www.
janeaustenandadlestrop.wordpress.com and
Amazon.

Who could forget Colin Firth in his role as Mr Darcy in
Jane Austen3s Pride & Prejudice? Victoria Huxley has
discovered the author had close links to the village of
Adlestrop
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